


5 Owning a
Microlight

o Build your
own plane

= T

ONCE you have decided to fly microlights you may want to
take the decision to purchase your own aircraft. You can do
this by looking at the secondhand market or buying from
new, giving you flexibility to purchase within your budget.
There are a variety of different types, styles and models to
choose from within the aircraft marketplace.

Another possibility — and one that is maybe more cost effec-
tive — is to become a sharcholder within a syndicate, a group
of people who share ownership and responsibilities for the
care of an aircraft. It is also possible to hire a microlight by
the hour at certain airfields and clubs.

Aircraft are normally hangared or kept at an airfield, which
will incur a monthly fee payable to the proprietor or owner.
Some microlights can be trailered home for safekeeping,
and are rigged and de-rigged for flying.

Just like a car, most aircraft will also need an annual inspec-
tion for a permit to fly, similar to an MOT, and will also
need to be insured.

For more information visit bmaa.org. O

Left A syndicate can be a great way to go flying on a
budget

YES! It is possible to build your own plane; lots of peo-
ple do. If you are the type of person who might enjoy the
challenge of building your own plane, there are several kits
available to buy.

You will need a work space that will be inspected, which
could simply be a garage at home. The kit will arrive with a
build manual and you will have the support of the kit man-
ufacturer to help you along the way, plus a local BMAA
inspector who will visit several times during the build to
ensure all steps are followed and that the build quality is
up to standard.

Very few specialist tools are required to build your own
plane; you just need patience, time and skill. Once the
build is complete and the aircraft has been registered and
insured it would be taken to an airfield for a test flight by
a BMAA test pilot. It would then be signed off ready to re-
ceive its permit to fly, after which will come your proudest
moment: to take to the sky in a plane built by your own fair

hands!

Right A Skyranger under construction. This aircraft
is one of Britain’s most popular kits (photos: Pete and
Mandy Jenkins)
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Microlight world champion David Broom
at the 2015 World Air Games, Dubai
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/ BMAA Initiatives

The BMAA has many initiatives to support, encourage and
grow the microlight community. Described here are four such
initiatives; for the complete picture visit bmaa.org

Competitions
THE BMAA Open Series competition has been designed

to take the best bits of some competition tasks and make
them better, to use the fun side of any task and to dispense
with the over-complicated parts. Reconnecting each task
with the actual flying skill, it was designed to include pre-
cision landings, short-field operation, strong navigational
skills and effective use of GPS navigation tools.

Events are held up and down the country during the fly-
ing season, each one organised by a team of volunteers
who marshal the event, organise food and refreshments all
weekend, and keep everyone topped up with fuel as they
require. Each event levies a small fee to cover costs such as
landing fees and camping facilities; competitors otherwise
need only pay for their meals. All great fun and, most im-
portantly, increasing pilot skills and camaraderie!

Events

THERE are many organised events all over the UK and
abroad that bring the microlight world together: fly-ins, air
displays, competitions and many more! For more informa-
tion on what is happening, or for more information on any
of the BMAA initiatives, visit bmaa.org.

Support programmes

THE BMAA encourages all to discover and enjoy the
world of microlight flying. The number of female pilots is
growing year on year and more and more disabled flyers are
now participating, competing and organising wonderful

flights for charity.

BMAA Wings award scheme

THE BMAA Wings scheme is designed to encourage
BMAA members to continue to improve their flight plan-
ning, their aircraft handling skills and their understanding
of aviation safety. The aim throughout is for the BMAA
member to become a safer and better pilot.

The Wings scheme has four levels of award: Bronze, Silver,
Gold and Diamond. To qualify for each level, the pilot will
gain achievements from a selection of flight, educational
and safety tasks. After the first Bronze Award, each level
becomes slightly more demanding, encouraging pilots to
expand their skills and knowledge, while having fun and
becoming a better pilot. U
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8 Youth schemes

New Horizons
Build-a-Plane project

IN 2013 the BMAA purchased an aircraft kit to be con-
structed by students in a school in Coventry. The New Ho-
rizons projects are just one way that the BMAA encourages
young people to become interested and engaged in aviation.
The first aircraft was completed by the students and is now
flying, owned by a BMAA member.

Further aircraft have been built by groups of young people
in schools, colleges and other youth groups. Builders have
gained practical experience of engineering as they con-
struct the kit; they also learn about aerodynamics, aviation
history and modern aviation. Some students have recorded
and published the build using social media, encouraging
other groups to ask for BMAA projects.

Any group can apply for a New Horizons aircraft; they will
need suitable premises and someone with build experience
to oversee the project. The BMAA pays for the kit, so there
is very little cost to the builders.

Left Bursary award winners Lucinda Beeson (1) and
Thomas Palmer (2) - that first solo means the world
to a young pilot; and (3) Benenden School girls with
the Skyranger Swift they built, with appropriate
registration

Right Connor Foster, recipient of a BMAA bursary




9 The BMAA: Who we are

THE BMAA is the national association formed by microlight
pilots with the sole intention of always getting the best of
everything for our members so that we can continue to fly
our very special aircraft for pure enjoyment and fun.

Since its formation in 1980 the BMAA has been pivotal
in influencing the aviation regulators, the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) and the Department for Transport (DfT),
to ensure that regulation encourages microlight flying rather
than stifles it. We have been very successful: for example the
syllabus for training to gain the microlight pilot’s licence
was written by the BMAA and is continually reviewed to
ensure it remains valid and proportionate as UK microlight-
ing develops. We also negotiated a simple level of medical
standard for microlight pilots at a time when other forms of
aviation must meet increasing levels.

The BMAA employs staff who are experts in pilot licens-
ing, aeronautical engineering and aviation regulation. The
engineers are approved by the CAA to ensure that aircraft
designs meet the legal structural and flight handling require-
ments dictated by the CAA. The cost to members of the
engineering services provided by the BMAA is significantly
less than going to outside sources or the CAA themselves.

All UK recreational aviation is under a constant threat of
loss of airspace to fly in and airfields to fly from. The BMAA
is very active with other recreational aviation groups in rep-
resenting our interests in these areas; helping to influence
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regulation and protect our flying environment. These groups
include the All-Party Parliamentary Group for General Avia-
tion, the General Aviation Alliance and the General Aviation
Awareness Council.

As a BMAA member you will benefit from the support of an
organisation dedicated to the sport of microlight flying. You
will be able to access technical services and ask any number
of questions and for advice to help you get the most out of
your flying.

To keep you informed and entertained, your membership
includes a full-colour magazine posted to you every month,
full of interesting stories, readers’ letters, technical and safety
matters, flight tests, a quiz and much more.

You can also subscribe to an online mid-month newsletter
with great microlight and general flying videos and all the
entries to our monthly picture competition. The BMAA
website is also full of information to assist members and
carries news and event information.

We at the BMAA hope you have enjoyed reading the
Official Guide to Microlighting and that you have learned

something about our sport and how you can take part.

To join the BMAA, please head to bmaa.org/membership
where you will find our application page. There is even a
monthly payment option to spread the cost of your member-
ship. We look forward to welcoming you on board! U

Student in training
discount

If you are a student pilot in training and would like
to join and support the BMAA, please follow the
link to receive a special discounted rate for flight
students. You will gain all the benefits of the BMAA
membership at a special discounted rate! Welcome!

bmaa.org/the-bmaa/membership-join-or-renew

BMAA membership

If you would like to join and support the BMAA in the
work that we do, you can apply online for a variety of
different memberships. Becoming a member allows
you access to the BMAA website, expert advice,
support and a monthly subscription to Microlight
Flying magazine. Please follow the link to sign up!

bmaa.org/the-bmaa/membership-join-or-renew
Photo

P&M Aviation QuikR (photo: Tim Jackson)







